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After serving in the Korean war,
George attended Elmhurst College and
earned a law degree from John Mar-
shall Law School. He spent some time
in private practice, but was always ac-
tive in the public realm. He was a vol-
unteer for President Kennedy’s 1960
election and eventually returned
fulltime to his public service origins.

George started as a magistrate for
Will County and then served as the
county’s district attorney. In 1972, he
was elected to the Illinois House of
Representatives and then to the Illi-
nois Senate in 1976.

George was a natural. One of his
peers recently noted that ‘‘George was
one of those individuals who had an un-
believable capability of bringing par-
ties together.” He was direct yet pleas-
ant; he would stick to his position but
never alienated those who disagreed.
George was widely known as a man of
his word, and a true statesman—traits
that are in short supply in too many
places.

His integrity and talent led him to
become a powerful leader in the State
senate, and a respected Member of the
House of Representatives. He served
three terms in the House from 1988 to
1994, and I was again privileged to work
with him during those historical years.

As the cold war wound down, his at-
tentions turned increasingly to our en-
vironment, our children, and our abil-
ity to adjust to a new world order. He
joined me in pushing to ensure that
newly independent nations such as
Lithuania would be guaranteed an op-
portunity to prosper. George was keen-
ly aware of our Nation’s freedom, inde-
pendence and our history. He regularly
addressed his colleagues on Independ-
ence Day, rising to remind us all of our
political origins and the things we
must be grateful for.

He spoke often on veterans’ affairs,
the environment, education, and on
issues that directly impacted his con-
stituents in Illinois. He was unmovable
when it came to fiercely fighting for
the constituents that he had served for
s0 many years and in so many ways.
Frustrated with national politics,
George returned to private practice in
1995, after more than 30 years in public
service.

George is survived by his wife Doris,
their children George and Kimberly,
and four grandchildren. I have ex-
pressed my condolences to them in per-
son and assure them now that George’s
unblemished reputation and service
will be long remembered.

George was a great man and a great
friend, and I feel that nothing is more
fitting than to conclude his presence in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD with his
own words. They are indicative of a
man who maintained his idealism and
values throughout life’s trials—a man
unafraid to speak boldly during dra-
matic times.

We should begin to worry about educating
brilliant children so that America can face
the next challenge. Having served in the U.S.
Army myself, I strongly believe that na-
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tional security should be a top priority for
the Federal Government. But national secu-
rity includes having a strong economy and a
healthy, well-educated work force . .. What
is more important than educating our Kkids
and preserving our environment? . . . As a
people, we were not defeated by Pearl Harbor
or Watergate or Irangate, and we will sur-
vive. But, we must be ever vigilant against
the abuse and arrogance of power, whether it
be on Wall Street or on Main Street—wheth-
er it be by big business or by big govern-
ment. To fail in our vigilance would mean
the death of ‘‘power people.” And so, let us,
as a united people, ‘‘highly resolve that this
Nation under God shall have a new birth of
freedom, and that government of the people,
by the people, and for the people shall not
perish from the earth.”

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SEAMAN APPRENTICE SHAYNA ANN SCHNELL

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today with a heavy heart and deep
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a
brave young sailor from Tell City.
Shayna Ann Schnell, 19 years old, died
on October 1 in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates, from injuries she received in
a vehicle accident several days earlier.
With her entire life before her, Shayna
risked everything to fight for the val-
ues Americans hold close to our hearts,
in a land halfway around the world.

Shayna was a lifelong Hoosier, grow-
ing up in Dubois and Perry counties.
Shayna graduated Perry Central High
School in 2006 and joined the Navy
later that year. After completing basic
training in Great Lakes, IL, Shayna
was stationed at Lackland Air Force
Base in San Antonio, TX. Her hard
work earned her an assignment as a
master-at-arms with the Naval Secu-
rity Force Bahrain in the United Arab
Emirates.

Shayna died while serving her coun-
try by supporting Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. She is survived by her mother and
stepfather, Suzanne and Vernon
Silacci; her father and stepmother,
Doug and Peggy Schnell; her sister Ni-
cole; and her brothers Trent and Tyler,
who is also serving his country in the
Navy. Shayna was known for her dedi-
cation to her family and her love of
country. Today and always, she will be
remembered by family members,
friends, and fellow Hoosiers as a true
American hero, and we honor the sac-
rifice she made while dutifully serving
her country.

Today, I join Shayna’s family and
friends in mourning her death. While
we struggle to bear our sorrow over
this loss, we can also take pride in the
example she set, bravely fighting to
make the world a safer place. It is her
courage and strength of character that
people will remember when they think
of Shayna, a memory that will burn
brightly during these continuing days
of conflict and grief.

As I search for words to do justice in
honoring Shayna’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: “We cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
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cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.” This state-
ment is just as true today as it was
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain
that the impact of Shayna’s actions
will live on far longer that any record
of these words.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of Shayna Schnell in the official
RECORD of the U.S. Senate for her serv-
ice to this country and for her pro-
found commitment to freedom, democ-
racy, and peace. When I think about
this just cause in which we are engaged
and the unfortunate pain that comes
with the loss of our heroes, I hope that
families like Shayna’s can find comfort
in the words of the prophet Isaiah, who
said, ‘‘He will swallow up death in vic-
tory; and the Lord God will wipe away
tears from off all faces.”

May God grant strength and peace to
those who mourn, and may God be with
all of you, as I know He is with
Shayna.

CAPTAIN SCOTT N. SHIMP

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor Army CPT
Scott Shimp of Bayard, NE.

Captain Shimp’s love for the military
was obvious to his mother, who said
“‘even when he was little, he wanted to
be a soldier, running around in his
camouflage.” He graduated from Bay-
ard High School in 1998 as the salutato-
rian of his class. He was also quite ac-
tive in many activities: football, wres-
tling, 21st Century Singers, choir, and
the National Honor Society. In addi-
tion, Captain Shimp received his Eagle
Scout Award, the highest honor be-
stowed by the Boy Scouts of America,
in 1998. Upon his graduation from high
school, he pursued his dream of becom-
ing a pilot by enrolling in the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point, grad-
uating in 2002.

Following his commission as a sec-
ond lieutenant, Captain Shimp served
two tours of duty in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom I and III. After
graduating from the Aviation Captain’s
Career Course at Fort Rucker, AL, he
reported to Company C, 4th Battalion,
101st Aviation Regiment, 159th Combat
Aviation Brigade, 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, at Fort Campbell, KY, to serve as
company commander.

A highly decorated soldier, Captain
Shimp’s leadership qualities were un-
mistakable. He was a rare example in
the 101st Airborne Division, as evi-
denced by taking over a command soon
after graduating from the Aviation
Captain’s Career Course, thereby dem-
onstrating the respect and trust af-
forded him by his superiors. On Sep-
tember 11, 2007, Captain Shimp, along
with two crew members, passed away
when the Black Hawk helicopter he
was piloting during a training exercise
crashed due to fog near the town of
Skyline, AL. He was 28 years old.
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Captain Scott Shimp is survived by
his parents Curtis and Teri Shimp of
Bayard, NE; his older brother Chad and
his younger sister Misty. I offer my
most sincere condolences to the family
and friends of Captain Shimp. He made
the ultimate and most courageous sac-
rifice for our Nation. I join all Ameri-
cans in grieving the loss of this re-
markable young man and know that
Captain Shimp’s passion for serving,
his leadership, and his selflessness will
remain a source of inspiration for us
all.

———

AUTHORIZING INTERROGATION
TECHNIQUES

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to express my concern regarding
the most recent revelations of adminis-
tration memos effectively authorizing
the use of interrogation techniques
that most certainly rise to the level of
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treat-
ment or punishment, if not to the level
of torture.

In 2002, senior administration offi-
cials prepared a classified memo that
sought to provide legal cover for inter-
rogation practices that would clearly
violate U.S. and international law.
This “torture memo’ was leaked to the
press after the Abu Ghraib scandal
broke and, in turn, caused such outrage
that it was quickly disavowed by the
Justice Department. A new, improved,
and sanitized legal memo on interroga-
tion norms was then issued in Decem-
ber 2004.

It now appears, according to a report
published by the New York Times on
October 4, that the Department of Jus-
tice’s Office of Legal Counsel subse-
quently issued two additional legal
memos that once again defined torture
as ‘‘not torture’” and—in an apparent
effort to end run congressional efforts
to close loopholes in the existing prohi-
bition against cruel, inhuman, or de-
grading treatment or punishment—
simply declared that no CIA interroga-
tion practices violated that prohibi-
tion.

I would also draw my colleagues’ at-
tention to a subsequent, highly trou-
bling report published by the New York
Times on October 11 stating that the
Director of the CIA, Michael Hayden,
has ordered an investigation of the in-
spector general, John L. Helgerson.
The CIA inspector general is known to
have undertaken critical examinations
of CIA interrogation procedures.

With these latest developments in
mind, I would like to share three obser-
vations.

First, the revelation that—even
while the Abu Ghraib scandal was still
being investigated—the administration
was issuing additional secret memos
authorizing abusive interrogation tech-
niques, stands as the latest blow to the
credibility of the United States as a
global advocate for human rights and
democracy. We simply cannot win
hearts and minds around the globe if
we are perceived to condone a violation
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of basic human rights, our own laws,
and international law. As cochairman
of the Helsinki Commission, I am pain-
fully aware of the extent to which
these policies have undermined our na-
tion’s reputation, and even our ability
to build support for counterterrorism
operations worldwide.

Second, these revelations once again
draw attention to this administration’s
breathtaking interpretation of the
scope of executive power. In fact, the
2002 ‘‘torture memo’ actually con-
sisted of two parts. One part effectively
sought to define torture as ‘‘not tor-
ture.” The second part addressed the
authority of the President to authorize
torture. In essence, that part of the
memo described the Presidency—when
the President is acting as Commander
in Chief—as virtually unrestrained by
the Congress, the Constitution, or the
courts. The Justice Department’s re-
nunciation of the 2002 torture memo
only appeared to renounce the first
part of that memo.

Accordingly, during the January 2005
confirmation hearing for Attorney
General Gonzalez, he was repeatedly
questioned regarding his views on the
scope of Presidential authority—and he
repeatedly stonewalled. His refusal to
answer those questions, coupled with
the President’s signing statements at-
tached to the 2005 Detainee Treatment
Act and the 2006 Military Commaissions
Act and most recent revelations of ad-
ditional torture memos, suggest that
President Bush does believe himself to
be beyond or above the law.

Many retired military leaders have
argued that abusive interrogation tech-
niques undermine America’s moral au-
thority, fuel jihadist recruitment, and
weaken international norms that have
protected American service men and
women for decades. Moreover, a now
declassified report issued by the Gov-
ernment’s Intelligence Science Board
has concluded there is no scientific evi-
dence that coercive interrogation
methods even produces good intel-
ligence. And we now know that the use
of these techniques has, in actual
cases, produced false or misleading in-
telligence.

Sadly, the one of the greatest trage-
dies of the President’s misguided poli-
cies on torture is this: this administra-
tion’s justification of abusive tech-
niques has not made us any safer.

———
WORLD FOOD DAY

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, each Oc-
tober, the eyes of the world appro-
priately turn to Des Moines for the
presentation of the World Food Prize,
called by the former President of Mex-
ico, ‘“‘the Nobel Prize for Food.”

Created by Dr. Norman E. Borlaug,
each year on or around October 16—
World Food Day—representatives from
more than 60 countries gather in the
magnificent Iowa State Capitol to
honor the newest laureate for his or
her exceptional breakthrough achieve-
ments in increasing the quality, quan-
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tity or availability of food in the
world. In past years, this honor has
gone to individuals from India, Den-
mark, Brazil, China, and Sierra Leone.
This year the winner is an American
from Indiana. But no matter where
they are from, all of these laureates
have in common that they have re-
duced hunger and human suffering
around the globe.

It is most fitting that this weeklong
celebration begins today, October 16
with the first ever Iowa Hunger Sum-
mit.

There are people flying today from
the east coast and the west coast to
Des Moines. No, they are not Presi-
dential candidates—although there are
already plenty of them in the State.
Rather, they are national leaders of
the Alliance to End Hunger and rep-
resentatives of the U.N. Foundation,
and ambassadors from the United Na-
tions and leaders of the OneVote08
campaign. They are all coming to join
hundreds of Iowans to listen to the
leaders of Bread for the World and
MAZON, the Jewish Response to Hun-
ger offer an inspiring vision about how
to diminish hunger at home and abroad
in this inaugural Iowa Hunger Summit.

At the center of this endeavor will be
Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, Iowa’s and
America’s greatest hero in the struggle
against hunger. Today is U.N. World
Food Day all around the globe. But I
would argue, that perhaps the most
significant observance of this special
day will be taking place in Des Moines,
where it is also Dr. Norman E. Borlaug/
World Food Prize Day.

I want to commend Iowa’s three
former Governors, Tom Vilsack, Terry
Branstad, and Robert Ray for their bi-
partisan leadership in making this first
ever Iowa Hunger Summit possible. I
also express my appreciation to the
World Food Prize Foundation for its
initiative in starting this new program.
Iowa has a rich legacy of coming to-
gether above partisan differences when
human suffering is involved. Governor
Ray has exhibited exemplary leader-
ship of Iowa SHARES to feed emaci-
ated Cambodians, who had suffered
under the genocidal Khmer Rouge.
Similarly, Governor Branstad has led
Iowa CARES to send food to starving
populations in Ethiopia. And here at
home, Governor Vilsack has worked in
Iowa to greatly expand the number of
hungry people receiving assistance.

I am pleased to add my name to the
list of those in support of this mar-
velous new focus on hunger—the Iowa
Hunger Summit. It is most fitting that
we in the Congress would also join to-
gether in a bipartisan fashion to fur-
ther commit ourselves to efforts to al-
leviate malnutrition and human suf-
fering wherever it is found, at home or
abroad.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is
harvest time in Iowa and throughout
heartland. It is the time of year when
farmers work around the clock to bring
in the year’s harvest of corn, soybeans,
and other grains. Just this past week-
end while on my farm in New Hartford,
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